The Guardianship System for
Unaccompanied Children at EU Level: gﬂUIDEq:
Recommendations

KEY-DIMENSION CHALLENGES KEY STAKEHOLDERS RECOMMENDATIONS
¢ EU funding instruments - European Commission (DG HOME, DG JUST, DG 1. Ensure that the next MFF allocates funding for
EMPL) migrant children, including via the European

- European Parliament (LIBE, FEMM, EMPL committees) Child Guarantee, guardianship projects
- Council of the EU / MS" minisiries technical assistance, & training

- European Commission (DG HOME, DG JUST, DG 2. Support civil society by ensuring adequate
EMPL) o resources for organisations supporting

- MS ministries unaccompanied children

- Managing authorities of AMIF, ESF+ and future MFF

funds

- Civil society organisations (CSOs)

e EU funding instruments - European Commission (DG HOME, DG JUST, DG 3. Fund initiatives that strengthen coordination
e |nsufficient attention to EMPL) between public authorities, service providers, &
vulnerability - M§" ministries civil society
e Insufficient support for ;UMnc;?oglng authorities of AMIF, ESF+ and future MFF
guardians - CSOs
- European Commission (DG HOME, DG JUST, DG 4. Develop EU-wide core training modules,
EMPL) adaptable to national contexts, covering
) Eg:A disability, child-specific & migrant-related

needs, including how to support those

- National child-protection authorities . . .
experiencing frauma & violence

- Guardianship & coordination bodies
- Social work, legal & psychological associations
- CSOs




KEY-DIMENSION

Training, guidance,

and professional
development

Legal certainty
and standards

Child-centred and

inclusive practices

CHALLENGES

EU funding instruments
Insufficient attention to
vulnerability
Insufficient support for
guardians

Lack of harmonisation of
guardianship systems

Insufficient attention to
vulnerability

- European Commission (DG HOME, DG JUST, DG

EMPL)
- EUAA
- FRA

KEY STAKEHOLDERS

- National child-protection authorities
- Guardianship & coordination bodies

- Social work, legal & psychological associations

- CSOs

- Guardianship & coordination bodies

- Social work, legal & psychological associations

- CSOs

- European Commission (DG HOME, DG JUST)

- European Parliament
- Council of the EU / MS’ ministries

- European Commission (DG HOME, DG JUST)

- European Parliament
- Council of the EU / MS’ ministries

- European Commission (DG HOME, DG JUST)

- MS’ ministries

- National child-protection authorities
- Guardians & guardianship services
- Education authorities & schools

- Healthcare & psychosocial services
- Local authorities

- CSOs working with children

RECOMMENDATIONS

5. Provide continuous training fo strengthen
professional skills and inter-agency
coordination, as well as psychological support
for wellbeing & burnout prevention

6. Support continuous professional
development via networks, mentoring, peer
support, and innovation forums

7. Train other professionals working with children
fo understand and respect guardians’ roles &
ensure integrated child protection systems

8. Fund infernships or fraineeships to support
guardians in managing administrative workload
and caseload pressures, while ensuring
effective child protection

9. Establish clear EU standards for guardians’
roles, responsibilities, and data-sharing
practices

10. Promote harmonisation across Member
States, while allowing flexibility for national
contexts

11. Ensure migrant children are included in EU
social policies, anti-poverty measures and anti-
racism strategies

12. Engage children in decision-making and
policy design fo ensure their rights are
respected



KEY-DIMENSION

Child-cenired and
inclusive practices

Coordination,
communication,
and cross-border

learning

CHALLENGES

o |nsufficient attention to
vulnerability

o Lack of harmonisation of
guardianship systems

KEY STAKEHOLDERS

- Disability services & organisations of persons with
disabilities (OPDs)

- Guardians & guardianship services

- National child-protection authorities

- Education authorities & schools

- Healthcare & psychosocial services

- Local authorities

- CSOs working with children

- European Commission (DG HOME, DG JUST)
- MS’ ministries

- National child-protection authorities

- Guardians & guardianship services

- Local authorities

- CSOs working with children

- Guardians & guardianship services
- National child-protection authorities
- Education authorities & schools

- Healthcare & psychosocial services
- Local authorities

- CSOs working with children

- OPDs

- European Commission

- EU agencies (EUAA, FRA, Eurojust where relevant)
- MS’ ministries

- National child-protection authorities

- Local authorities

- Disability services & OPDs

- Guardians & guardianship services

- European Commission
- EU agencies (EUAA, FRA, Eurojust where relevant)
- MS’ ministries

- European Commission

- EU agencies (EUAA, FRA, Eurojust where relevant)
- MS’ ministries

- Local authorities

- Guardians & guardianship services

- CSOs

RECOMMENDATIONS

13. Promote disability awareness, inclusive
practices, and accessible services at all stages
of migration path

14. Promote the adoption of evidence-based,
supportive approaches and best practices

15. Support partnerships between schools and
educational institutions to foster integration,
mentorship, and peer-support for
unaccompanied minors

16. Strengthen partnerships with authorities at
the national, local and EU levels, NGOs,
organisations of persons with disabilities (OPDs),
and service providers

17. Facilitate EU-level forums, platforms, and
cross-country exchange to share lessons and
improve policies

18. Establish structured platforms or databases
for exchanging guardianship models, training
materials, and case management approaches



KEY-DIMENSION

Digitalisation and data
management

Awareness raising

Co-funded by
the European Union

CHALLENGES

e Lack of comprehensive
and reliable data

e Risk of regression due fo
tightening of EU migration

law

KEY STAKEHOLDERS

- European Commission (DG HOME, DG DIGIT)
- EU agencies (EUAA, FRA)

- Data protection authorities

- IT services

- European Commission (DG HOME, DG DIGIT,
Eurostat)

- EU agencies (EUAA, FRA)

- National statistical offices

- National child-protection & guardianship authorities

- European Commission (DG HOME, DG DIGIT,
Eurostat)

- EU agencies (EUAA, FRA)

- National statistical offices

- National child-protection & guardianship authorities

- European Commission and EU institutions
- National governments & public authorities
- CSOs & advocacy networks

- Media & public communication bodies

- Academic & research insfitutions

- EU institutions

- National governments & public authorities
- CSOs & advocacy networks

- Media & public communication bodies

- Academic & research insfitutions

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only
and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture
Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.

RECOMMENDATIONS

19. Establish a central EU coordination unit for
digital guardianship tools, such as secure digital
healthcare files for minors

20. Ensure up-to-date and disaggregated data
on unaccompanied minors’ profiles (including
on disability status)

21. Enhance existing datasets (e.g., EUAA Data
Analysis on Unaccompanied Minors) to guide
policy & practice effectively

22. Enhance awareness of the UAMSs' rights
through targeted information campaigns, and
the promotion of positive and evidence-based
practices

23. Reaffirm the EU’s core values & binding
commitments to fundamental rights by ensuring
that policies on UAMs are consistently designed
and implemented in full compliance with
children’s rights and ensure the protection of
minors



https://easpd.eu/project-detail/guide/
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